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NEWS RELEASE

Aug. 25, 1995
UM DISMISSES STUDENT COACHES AFTER DRUG CHARGES
MISSOULA Two Grizzly student assistant football coaches have been permanently dismissed from their
duties after an incident involving marijuana use on The University of Montana-Missoula campus
this week.
The decision to dismiss Keith Burke and Damon Boddie came after the two admitted they
had used marijuana in their Jesse Hall dormitory room Tuesday, Aug. 22, interim Athletic
Director Kathy Noble said Friday. Burke, 23, and Boddie, 22, pleaded guilty Thursday in
Missoula Municipal Court to misdemeanor charges of possession of dangerous drugs and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
A third student, Grizzly player Trevor Woods, 20, pleaded guilty to the same charges,
court documents said. Disciplinary action is pending against Woods in accordance with UM
student athlete procedures, Noble said.
Burke and Boddie played for the Grizzlies in 1993 and 1994—Boddie as a running back and
Burke as a defensive back.
"We regret this incident and will not tolerate this type of behavior in our program," said
Grizzly Head Football Coach Don Read.
"I firmly support Coach Read’s decision under these circumstances," Noble said. "This
situation goes against our efforts to build a program with an outstanding reputation, both on the
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field and off."
District Judge Donald Louden issued a three-month deferred sentence for each defendant on
the drug possession charge and a six-month deferred sentence and $75 fine for each defendant on
the drug paraphernalia charge, according to court documents. The three must pay a $20 court
surcharge on each count.
The charges were filed after UM’s Campus Security office received a call reporting a
marijuana smell in Jesse Hall just before 1 a.m. Tuesday. An officer investigated the report and
issued notices for the three to appear in Municipal Court.
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